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HEALTH REFORM

o People with intellectual and developmental disabilities don’t want to live in
institutions. They want to live in the community so they can work, go to social
activities like everyone else.

e Institutions cost a lot of money to run and they are not good places to live. It is
much less expensive for the government if people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities live in the community.

e People with intellectual and developmental disabilities have a great deal of
trouble finding a doctor or a dentist because Medicaid doesn’t pay doctors and
dentists enough and medical and dental schools don’t train medical and dental
students about how to treat a person with an intellectual or developmental
disability.

e Itis often hard for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities to
communicate with a dentist or a doctor. (tell stories you have heard about this).

e People with intellectual and developmental disabilities are getting older. There
are few prevention and wellness programs for them.

Congress should:

» Change Medicaid so that people with intellectual and developmental disabilities can live
in the community instead of in institutions;

» Change the law so that doctors and dentists have to learn about treating patients with
intellectual and developmental disabilities when they are in medical or dental school; and

> Change the law so that everyone with a disability has good health care.
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